
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vermont’s Infrastructure Report Card 
 
Every four years, the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) prepares an Infrastructure Report Card that provides a 
comprehensive assessment of the nation’s 16 major infrastructure categories.  The Report Card, much like that of a 
school Report Card uses an A to F grading format.  An A grade means the infrastructure is fit for the future, B means it 
is adequate for now, C means the infrastructure requires attention, D means the infrastructure is at risk and a grade of 
F means the infrastructure is unfit for its purpose and is failing.   
 
The 2019 Report Card for Vermont’s Infrastructure looked at Aviation, Bridges, Dams, Drinking Water, Energy, Roads, 
Solid Waste, Stormwater and Wastewater.  The grade for the State of Vermont Infrastructure was a C.  The grade for 
the entire nation for both 2013 and 2017 is a D+.   
 
The grade is based on eight criteria (taken from https://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/making-the-grade/what-makes-a-grade/): 

• Capacity: Does the infrastructure’s capacity meet current and future demands? 
• Condition: What is the infrastructure’s existing and near-future physical condition? 
• Funding: What is the current level of funding from all levels of government for the infrastructure category as 

compared to the estimated funding need? 
• Future Need: What is the cost to improve the infrastructure? Will future funding prospects address the need? 
• Operation and Maintenance: What is the owners’ ability to operate and maintain the infrastructure properly? 

Is the infrastructure in compliance with government regulations? 
• Public Safety: To what extent is the public’s safety jeopardized by the condition of the infrastructure and 

what could be the consequences of failure? 
• Resilience: What is the infrastructure system’s capability to prevent or protect against significant multi-hazard 

threats and incidents? How able is it to quickly recover and reconstitute critical services with minimum 
consequences for public safety and health, the economy, and national security? 

• Innovation: What new and innovative techniques, materials, technologies, and delivery methods are being 
implemented to improve the infrastructure? 

 
Individual category grades for Vermont’s infrastructure are: 

• Aviation: C+ 
• Bridges: C+ 
• Dams: C 
• Drinking Water: C- 
• Energy: B- 

• Roads: C+ 
• Solid Waste: B- 
• Stormwater: D+ 
• Wastewater: D+ 

 
There has been discussion of an infrastructure funding 
package on the federal level, but we have not heard of any 
movement on it recently.  We will keep you updated! 

dufresnegroup.com  |  info@dufresnegroup.com  |  802.674.2904 
 

Pipeline 
The 

the official Dufresne Group newsletter 

Fall 2020 

Strategies for improving the grade include: 

• Increase planning for future repairs and 
replacements 

• Develop systems that are resilient to climate 
change 

• Establish balanced budgets that plan for 
future infrastructure needs 

• Provide equitable funding to urban and rural 
areas 

• Advocate for infrastructure! 
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Dufresne Group through COVID-19 
If you have called our offices recently, you may not have reached the 
office you thought you were calling.  After March 25, nearly all DG 
employees started working remotely.  Only one person worked in 
each of the offices and all incoming phone calls were redirected to the 
St. Johnsbury office.   

We are transitioning back to most staff being in the office at least part-
time, but you may still reach the St. Johnsbury office even though you 
dialed a different office.  Please continue to be patient while we adjust 
our operations to keep our staff safe and  your projects moving. 

We plan to continue to allow staff flexibility in their work location 
through the foreseeable future.  If you have any concerns with your 
ability to reach a staff member, please call so we can address these 
concerns. 

Despite the limitations of working in the office, construction has 
proceeded on nearly all projects we had planned for 2020 
construction.  There have been some delays obtaining materials and 
we expect that will continue and may impact construction in 2021. 

Stay safe and well!  
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